Immunogenicity of a single sporocyst of Eimeria maxima.
Eight out of a total 40 chickens infected with single sporocysts of Eimeria maxima produced infective oocysts. These 8 chickens, when challenged with 4 X 10(5) oocysts per bird at 28 days postinfection, showed at least twice the percent average weight gain of the previously unexposed chickens, indicating that partial immunity was probably conferred by these infections. Also, these successful single sporocyst infections suggest that like E. tenella, sporozolles of E. maxima are probably sexually undifferentiated.